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regory Hudecki, ’72, has followed the Buffalo Bills since their 1960 American Football 

League debut. He remembers spending game day at War Memorial Stadium, sitting 

up in the 40th row with a hot dog in hand and eyes on the field. David Croglio, ’87, is 

equally fond of the Buffalo Sabres. He has shared season tickets with friends for the past 15 or 20 years. His 

memories of the ice hockey franchise stretch back into his childhood, when he became one of the team’s first 

fans following its 1970 inception.

	 As boys, the two men lived Buffalo 
sports as many children do: They gos-
siped about favorite players, dreamed of 
the day Buffalo would bring a champion-
ship home and felt crushed when their 
teams came close to winning it all but 
never did.
	 Years later, as adults, Croglio and 
Hudecki’s occupation has put them 
in touch with hometown athletics in a 
special way. Croglio is team dentist for 
the Sabres. Hudecki holds the same job 
for the Bills. On game day, you’ll find him 
on the sideline at Ralph Wilson Stadium. 
To the north, at HSBC Arena, you might 
be able to make out Croglio sitting a few 
rows above the bench, ready to make his 
way to the locker room when something 
goes wrong.

Gregory Hudecki

For Hudecki, the Bills are all about tradi-
tion. As a boy, he was among fans who 
flooded the Rockpile for the Bills’ first 
game. From the beginning, he had an in-
timate connection with the franchise. His 
father, Stephen, was the Bills’ first official 
dentist. And even as a child, Hudecki 
worked for the team: On game day at the 
old stadium, he would sometimes “help 
out” by snapping polaroids from the 
boxes to provide the defense with a birds-
eye view of visitors’ offensive line-ups.
	 So it made sense when, in the late 
1980s—after graduating from the School 
of Dental Medicine, serving two years in 
the Army and running a private prac-
tice—that Hudecki agreed to take over the 
job his dad was leaving. Hudecki already 

had spent time as the team’s associate 
dentist.
	 Through his decades with the Bills, 
Hudecki has observed sports dentistry 
evolve in the National Football League. 
In his father’s time, dentists traveled with 
their team. But their ability to perform 
their duties was limited. 
(As Hudecki explains, “You 
don’t have an office, you’re 
not licensed in that state, 
you don’t have an operating 
room.”) Since then, Hudecki 
and other NFL colleagues 
have formed an informal 
association, agreeing to take 
care of visitors’ dental prob-
lems in addition to the home 
team’s.
	 Another change:  Bet-
ter protective gear has prevented facial 
injuries that used to be more common. 
Years ago, Hudecki remembers treating a 
player with a fractured lower jaw, wiring 
the athlete’s mouth in a fixed position to 
allow the bone to heal. Modern helmets, 
face masks and mouth guards have 
greatly reduced the risk of such damage, 
Hudecki says.
	 As a result, much of Hudecki’s job 
centers on prevention. One of his duties: 
taking impressions of rookies’ upper jaws 
during mini camp so he can craft mouth 
guards for them in time for training 
camp. These custom-fitted pieces—most 
in the Bills’ basic blue—are crucial be-
cause non-customized models can make 
athletes gag or tear the tongue or cheek 
tissues. 
	 Some new Bills join the team with 

bulky, pre-made mouth guards that 
Hudecki says resemble pacifiers. Football 
players can be creatures of habit and 
superstitious, and some hesitate to give 
up their old gear: “It’s like an old shoe. 
They feel comfortable with it,” Hudecki 
explains. In these cases, he sees it as his 

responsibility to educate athletes about 
the benefits of proper, personalized pro-
tection. 
	 Another challenge: convincing 
players to give up their grills. The metal 
tooth coverings, sometimes inlaid with 
gems, can trap food and bacteria. When 
Hudecki first began seeing such work in 
the 1980s, he had some success persuad-
ing athletes to remove their grills—mostly 
with the support of girlfriends or wives, 
“somebody that had a little juice,” 
Hudecki says.  But grills have grown in 
popularity over the past decade, and 
many men are firmly attached to their 
oral jewelry. 
	 Hudecki emphasizes that he has no 
problem with oral adornments that aren’t 
harmful. One of the most bizarre requests 
he has ever fulfilled was from a player 

“It’s an honor and privilege to be the den-

tist for the Buffalo Bills for many years. 

And you enjoy it as long as you can.”

—Gregory Hudecki

G
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who wanted a gold star cast and cement-
ed to a fake, front tooth. 
	 Though bad oral injuries are rare 
these days, he is on call on Sundays on 
the sidelines in Orchard Park. Between 
games, he takes care of players, their 
wives and other team affiliates at his 
private practice in Amherst, performing 
cleanings, restorations and root canals, 
removing wisdom teeth and prescribing 
antibiotics for infections. 
	 “We’ve had a close relationship 
with the Bills ever since their inception,” 
Hudecki explains. “I was very young 
when Buffalo started their franchise. I 
was a fan in high school and college. We 
used to go to the games at the old War 
Memorial Stadium, so I kind of grew up 
with them.
	 “It’s an honor and privilege to be 
the dentist for the Buffalo Bills for many 
years,” he says. “And you enjoy it as long 
as you can.”

David Croglio

The nightmare scenario for an ice hockey 
team dentist goes something like this, 
Croglio says: A stick to the face or flying 
puck slams into a player’s mouth, leaving 
behind a blood-soaked mess of tooth 
fragments and lacerations. The force of 
the impact rips out multiple teeth, leaving 
half a dozen grisly gaps.
	 Such an accident sounds incredible. 
But in the National Hockey League, these 
bad-luck episodes are real—and, appar-
ently, uncomfortably common. Just this 
May, Chicago Blackhawks defenseman 
Duncan Keith reportedly lost seven teeth 
to a soaring puck in what a Chicago Tri-
bune writer called a “toothsplosion.” The 
month before that, Washington Capitals 
forward Eric Belanger lost several of his 
own after taking a stick to the mouth. 	
	 Croglio, who joined the Sabres in 
2009, has been fortunate in his first sea-
son: So far, the only oral injuries he has 
seen have been minor, including chipped 
teeth and cuts. But Croglio knows he 
needs to be ready for the worst. To illus-
trate why, he points to another story. Last 
fall, in a match-up between the Sabres 

and Philadelphia Flyers, 
a slap shot struck Flyers 
winger Ian Laperrière 
in the face, costing him 
seven of his pearly whites. 
The game was in Phila-
delphia; had it happened 
in Buffalo, Croglio, who 
takes care of both the 
home and visiting teams 
at HSBC Arena, would 
have been the one rushing 
to treat the wounds.
	 For Croglio, who 
runs a general practice 
on Kensington Avenue in 
Amherst, his time with 
the Sabres has been eye-
opening. He came to the 
franchise with plenty of 
experience: He has been 
the dentist for UB Athlet-
ics for well over a decade 
and teaches a year-long elective in sports 
dentistry as a clinical assistant profes-
sor at the School of Dental Medicine. So 
when Steve Jenson, the Sabres’ long-time 
oral surgeon, called Croglio in summer 
of 2009 to gauge his interest in working 
with the team, “There wasn’t a whole lot 
of hesitation on my part,” Croglio says.
	 But even with his background and 
years of watching hockey as a fan, Croglio 
says his minutes in the locker room have 
given him a new appreciation for the 
sport’s intensity—the level of training it 
requires, the devotion of its players. In 
a game last fall in Buffalo between the 
Sabres’ minor league affiliate, the Port-
land Pirates, and the Rochester Ameri-
cans, Croglio found himself stitching up 
a player’s split lip while an orthopaedic 
surgeon worked simultaneously to close 
a head wound—all in time for the athlete 
to return the next period. The injuries 
resulted from a fight.
	 The game-day grit teammates 
display borders on unbelievable, Crog-
lio says. He notes, for instance, that the 
Flyer’s Laperrière continued playing in 
the match against Buffalo even after the 
blow that knocked out seven teeth. Years 
ago, few hockey players wore mouth 

guards, despite the dangers. As Croglio 
explains, “It’s something about the teeth 
in hockey—you’re looked at as tougher 
without the mouth guard.”
	 Now, however, that culture is 
changing.
	 “Players are recognizing that taking 
some precautions, like wearing a mouth 
guard, isn’t necessarily a sign of weak-
ness, but rather displaying some com-
mon sense. There are other ways to show 
your toughness on the ice besides losing 
teeth,” says Croglio, who sees educating 
athletes about oral health and the seri-
ousness of injuries as part of his profes-
sional responsibilities. 	
	 Discovering what goes on behind the 
scenes in professional hockey has been 
fascinating. Last year, with the flu strik-
ing some players, he got to learn about 
the factors physicians had to consider in 
keeping athletes healthy.
	 And, of course, for a long-time fan, 
meeting the players is still thrilling. 
Five Sabres, having come across Croglio 
through his official duties, have signed on 
as regular patients. For his two teenage 
sons, Dad’s job is a dream come true. And 
while Croglio is no longer a child himself, 
working at HSBC Arena still inspires a 
sense of wonder.

Q
&A“Players are recognizing that taking some 

precautions, like wearing a mouth guard, isn’t 

necessarily a sign of weakness, but rather displaying 

some common sense.”

—David Croglio
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What is the alumni association office responsible for?

Essentially everything the association or its executive 

council does comes through our office one way or another—

everything from arranging events to buying the pens the 

association gives to graduating students.

The single largest responsibility we have is to organize and 

coordinate both our Buffalo Niagara Dental Meeting (BNDM) 

and the Spring Dental Meeting, which we sponsor jointly 

with the school’s Office of Continuing Dental Education and 

the Eighth District Dental 

Society.  Approximately 13 

five-year reunion events 

occur in conjunction with 

the BNDM each year, 

which we manage by 

recruiting reunion chairs, 

providing them with 

materials and support for 

their events, and handling 

the business of the 

reunion dinner dance.

Another major job 

is coordinating 

communication to the school’s alums. We currently connect 

with more than 4,800 alumni from both the DDS program and 

the graduate and advanced certificate programs. Related to 

that, we probably do a dozen or more mailings to alumni each 

year—we just mailed a postcard inviting alumni to the school’s 

reception at the ADA annual meeting. We also supply school 

departments and programs with alumni contact information 

so that they can reach their discipline-specific alumni with 

tailored messages. 

Marilyn, you recently changed your role in the office. How?

In May, I reduced my commitment to three days a week. 

Sherry Szarowski, who has been the principal support staff 

person for the past nine years, is now transitioning into 

many of my former responsibilities as executive secretary 

of the association and manager of the office. Carol McCourt 

and I remain to support general office activities, particularly 

related to the BNDM. 

How has the work changed since you started 1992?

The responsibilities of the job haven’t changed much, but 

the scale is much larger now. When I started, the total 

attendance at the BNDM was 1,100; now it’s 2,700, and one 

of the largest of its kind in the country. There were 40 or 50 

exhibitors then; we have 150 exhibit spaces now. There were 

6 to 10 lectures; now there are 30 or more. Lisa Jerebko, the 

BNDM coordinator, was hired in 2005 to assist in the support 

efforts. Also, there was no spring meeting when I started. 

It’s been great to see more collaboration between other local 

dental organizations and the school.

Another change is the amount and types of data we now 

manage in our alumni database. Our stand-alone database 

tracks multiple addresses for any alumnus, spouse’s name, 

multiple telephone numbers, e-mail addresses and web 

pages. We also have notes fields for anything that comes 

to us about any alumnus, very helpful for intra-office 

efficiency in serving alums. The database also holds contact 

information for non-alumni who attend the dental meetings 

and CE courses.

What are some of the other jobs the alumni office handles?

Very importantly, we facilitate day-to-day communication 

for alumni. We answer calls and e-mails from alumni, of 

course, most often to connect alumni who are looking for 

classmates, but sometimes for alumni looking for dentists to 

refer vacationing or relocating patients to. We maintain the 

association’s website and DDSConnect, our database of free 

job postings and practices for sale.  We also are one of the first 

stops for alumni visiting the school and looking to connect 

with former faculty or classmates, or a tour of the school. 

We work with the dean’s office to send out the 1-, 5- and 

10-year academic surveys to alumni to collect data for 

outcomes assessment; to support special events like 

commencement, the senior awards banquet and the NERB 

examinations; to alert the dean to alumni in the areas he 

may be visiting; and to maintain the photographs in the 

alumni gallery in Squire Hall.  

A question for Sherry: Anything surprise you about your 

new role?

I had no idea how many meetings Marilyn had to go to! We 

not only attend School of Dental Medicine and Dental Alumni 

Association meetings, but also general UB alumni meetings, 

serving to inform both groups about the other’s activities 

and commenting on how changes might impact us. It’s 

important to have the broad view of the school.
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When you call the UB Dental Alumni Association, you reach Marilyn 
Sulzbach, Sherry Szarowski or Carol McCourt. When you get a 
letter from the alumni association, one of them mailed it. When this 
magazine arrives, it came to you because they keep your address 
updated. UB Dentist asked them about what else they do. 
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Good-bye to 
good friends

this year has seen the departure of several 
School of Dental Medicine staff members. Some have 
known more than 30 classes of dental students—
nearly 2,500 alumni. Who did you know?  

Yvonne Brady graduated from Niagara County Commu-
nity College with a certificate in dental assisting in 1985. She 
started at the school as a part-time dental assistant in clinical 
dentistry the same year, increasing her commitment to full-
time in 1993. Most recently, she has been assisting graduate 
students in orthodontics. She retired in June after 24 years of 
service.

Elizabeth KocienCki, who was born in Salzburg, Austria, 
earned a certificate in dental assisting from UB’s Educational 
Opportunity Center in 1979. She started with the School of Dental 
Medicine Department of Oral Medicine at Buffalo General Hospi-
tal the same year, later moving to Squire Hall where her primary 
focus was on assisting during periodontal surgery. She retired in 
March after 30 years of service in clinical dentistry.

Geraldine Volk started as a dental assistant 

in clinical dentistry at the school in 1978 after eight 

years in private practice. She was promoted to senior 

dental assistant in 1988 with significant supervisory 

and leadership responsibilities. She retired in July af-

ter 32 years of service in clinical dentistry. Volk, who 

worked with second-, third-, and fourth-year student 

dentists, says she always enjoyed watching them de-

velop their skills. She says she will always remember 

being asked by a graduating student who was in the 

Army to join his mother in pinning on his lieutenant’s 

bars. “The assistants in my group were also asked to 

attend. We were all touched that he considered us to 

be part of an important step in his life.”

T



Edward Sand retired in January from his position as a 
dental technician in the Department of Restorative Dentistry 
after 36 years of service. Sand received the Florence Kronson 
Award in 1999 and in 2001. An item about his career at the den-
tal school appeared in the Winter 2010 issue of UB Dentist.

Diane Richards retired in July as secretary to the 
chair of the Department of Orthodontics after 40 years in the 
department, which she had joined as a typist/stenographer 
after graduating from high school. Because the department is 
relatively small, she has known every resident to pass through 
the postgraduate program in orthodontics since 1969. She says 
that what she liked most about the job was working with faculty, 
residents and staff from all over the world. “I learned many 
things about different customs and cultures from my interna-
tional residents and faculty,” she says. “I will always remember 
all my residents, wherever they go.”

Linda Read joined the dental school in 1985, as a radiologic 
technologist in the Department of Radiology/Stomatology. In 
1995, she received the Florence Kronson Award for outstanding 
service and significant contributions to the welfare of students. An 
undergraduate anthropology major, she participated in several re-
search projects. “She made the complex simple and she was always 
kind with the patients,” says Maureen Donley, DDS ’80, director of 
radiology in the Department of Oral Diagnostic Sciences. Read had 
a special knack for teaching student dentists how to acquire their 
images. She also had a special way to cope with stress when the 
suite was overloaded with patients: she’d sing. “Linda knew a lot of 
songs,” Donley says.

Jereen Michalski started as a part-time clerk in the De-
partment of Periodontology in 1987 and retired in March, at the 
age of 77, because of back problems. “I came in to help out with 
the phones and I ended up with a wonderful job,” she says. Her 
primary work was departmental and faculty-practice adminis-
tration; both the department and the hundreds of patients she 
scheduled were the beneficiaries of her excellent memory. She 
says the thing she valued most about her job was the people she 
worked with—faculty, students, hygienists and fellow staff. 

Kathleen Podemski started work at UB in Uni-

versity Residence Halls in 1990. She joined the dental 

school in 2002 as a stores clerk working in the dispen-

saries on the second floor in Squire, where she handled 

the needs of students and the faculty practices for four 

years. She moved downstairs to the first floor dispensary 

for the next four years, primarily handling the needs of 

Orthodontics, Endodontics and Oral Surgery. She says 

the dispensary gets busier every year because the clinic 

is busier: “I give the kids credit, they’re running.” She says 

the first two things she plans to do now that she is retir-

ing are “the garage and the attic.”

George Ferry to retire
George Ferry, ’78, joined the faculty of the School of Dental Medicine in 1979 as a part-time clinical instructor in the dental 

team practice program in general clinical dentistry. Two years later, he took a full-time faculty position as assistant professor 

in the Department of Restorative Dentistry (Operative). He was promoted to the rank of clinical associate professor in 1991. 

His teaching focused on dental auxillary utilization, operative dentistry, preclinical technique courses and simulation.

Ferry received numerous awards from students, including: Excellence in Teaching awards from the classes of 1984, 1985, 1986, 

1988, 2004, 2007 and 2010; Educator of the Year with yearbook dedication by the classes of 1984, 1988 and 1992; the William 

M. Feagans Award in 1983 and 1993; and the Charles Lipani award for outstanding service in 1992. He will retire on Oct. 4, 

2010, and in his words, will sign off with “10-4 on 10/4.”

Fall 2010  UBDentist   15
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CEcourses
School of Dental Medicine  
Office of Continuing Dental Education

Opportunity for the dental  
assistants in your office
Study for New York’s certified dental assistant license

ADAPT—Advanced Dental Assisting Program Track

This is an online course that prepares dental assistants to become New York-licensed 
certified dental assistants. The course combines online instruction, textbook learning 
and observation by a preceptor. The course takes 12-15 weeks to complete. Since the 
course was first offered in 1998, hundreds of dental assistants have completed ADAPT.

Program details 

Registered students can log in to ADAPT Online any time. Students use an ADAPT-
provided study notebook for detailed course materials and homework assignments 
downloaded from the Internet. Clinical exercises and evaluations are completed at the 
dental assistant’s dental office site under preceptor guidance. Corresponding textbook 
and ADAPT notebook references provide the basis for online testing.

The course has 13 study modules. Students complete homework and clinical assign-
ments before taking program module tests and must attain a specified test score be-
fore moving to the next module. The course requires a minimum of 200 clinical hours 
between the date of registration and completion.

Eligibility criteria

To enroll in ADAPT, dental assistants must be:

• Dental Assisting National Board (DANB/CDA) certified prior to starting ADAPT. 

• Employed by a dentist who agrees to act as a preceptor, monitoring assignments, 
certifying completed work by notarized signature, certifying clinical and laboratory 
competency and verifying 200 hours of clinical work experience from date of program 
enrollment.

Registration and tuition 

Enrollment is ongoing. Tuition is $1,595, due with registration. A payment plan is 
available.

Registration materials are available online at www.buffaloce.org. Click on ADAPT and 
follow the instructions.

Call 716-829-2320 for details. 

Prepare for the Dental  
Assisting National Board 
Exam
Oct. 22-23, 2010 
Western New York Rural 
Area Health Education 
Center 

Warsaw, N.Y.

This comprehensive exam review 
is offered to help dental assis-
tants prepare for the national 
certification exam administered 
by the Dental Assisting National 
Board. This course is not intend-
ed as an introduction to dental 
assisting.

Faculty will cover components 
of the exam through lectures, 
slides, videotapes and classroom 
interaction. Faculty also will de-
tail post-program self-study in 
dental radiology, infection control, 
chair-side and dental materials, 
and dental office emergencies.

Complete course in only two days. 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,  
Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
Continental breakfast and lunch 
provided.

Tuition: $275  
12 CE hours ADA/CERP

For registration information, 
go to www.buffaloce.org or call        
716-829-2320 or 800-756-0328.



Financial aid available for   
Dental Assisting National Board 
exam review course and for 
ADAPT.

The Western New York Rural 
Area Health Education Center 
(R-AHEC) and UB have received 
a grant from the state Depart-
ment of Health to provide tuition 
assistance to dental assistants 
to attend the Dental Assisting 
National Board exam review 
course, being held in Warsaw, 
N.Y., Oct. 22-23, 2010, as well as 
tuition assistance to participate 
in UB’s web-based Advanced 
Dental Assistant Program Track 
(ADAPT). The grant can cover 
approximately 75 percent of the 
costs of the program. 

For information about tuition 
assistance, go to www.buffaloce.
org or call 716-829-2320 or   
800-756-0328.

To register, call the site nearest you!

Binghamton	 607-778-5012
Buffalo	 716-829-2320
Jamestown	 716-664-8279
Norwich	 315-684-6615
Watertown	 315-786-2233
Canton	 315-386-7102
Syracuse	 315-464-4146
Corning	 607-937-6879
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CE Café
Fall 2010 CE Café Evening Lecture Series
Coming to a site near you! Wednesdays, 6-9 p.m. 
3 CE credits. Tuition is $65, plus distance learning surcharge. 

Oct. 13
Soft tissue lasers for everyday practice Dr. Sebastiano Andreana

This presentation will review the scientific basis of lasers in dentistry, focusing primar-
ily on soft tissues lasers. Biological principles and clinical cases will be presented. 
Participants will learn the biological rationale for using soft tissues lasers, as well as 
limitations of the technology and applications in everyday clinical dentistry, and be-
come familiar with different techniques, settings of diode lasers and the clinical ap-
plications of diode lasers.

Oct. 20
Chair-side screening for medical conditions  
as an integral component of dental practice Dr. Michael Glick

Given the existence of simple, safe, effective and relatively inexpensive screening 
methods, the availability of effective means of identifying patients at risk, and the 
documented benefit of primary prevention, chair-side screening for medical conditions 
should be an integral component of dental practice.

The rise in cardiovascular disease and diabetes is a global issue for which successful 
disease-prevention strategies require an integrated approach incorporating health 
care providers across disciplines.

Nov. 10
Conservative and controversial operative dentistry Dr. John Maggio

New materials and years of research data are leading dentists to treat caries as a 
disease process and not just a series of individual lesions. Risk assessment and pre-
vention, early recalcification treatment, cautious and conservative caries removal and 
refurbishing of existing restorations will be discussed.

The presentation will provide a literature review as a framework for reworking our ap-
proach to caries as a disease.  Specific guidelines will be developed for prevention and 
for treatment of small carious lesions, very deep lesions and recurrent caries.  Clinical 
cases will be presented to apply this information directly to the dentist’s daily routine.

Nov. 17
Perio considerations in anterior teeth Dr. Othman Shibly

Poor anterior esthetics that are the result of soft-tissue gingival form can be signifi-
cantly improved by periodontal surgical techniques that enable the practitioner to alter 
and enhance the gingival architecture.

Many procedures in periodontics are carried out purely to improve the cosmetics of 
the anterior esthetic zone. The presentation will discuss periodontal and soft-tissue 
procedures that enhance the cosmetic result and minimize esthetic defects resulting 
from periodontal surgery in the anterior part of the mouth.

Dec. 1
Emerging risk factors of oropharyngeal cancer: chronic 
inflammation and HPV infection Dr. Mine Tezal

The overwhelming majority of oropharyngeal cancers can be attributed to tobacco. 
However, despite the significant decline in all types of tobacco use since 1965, the 
incidence of oropharyngeal cancers has been increasing steadily since 1973 and the 
age at diagnosis is becoming younger in the U.S. Similar trends are observed in many 
parts of the world. This presentation will discuss the evidence supporting the roles of 
chronic inflammation and HPV infection on oropharyngeal cancers, as well as their 
interactions with smoking. 
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$100,000 and more
Colgate-Palmolive Company

$50,000 - $99,999
American Heart Association National 

Center
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 

Foundation

$10,000 - $49,999
American Dental Education Associa-

tion
Brother’s Brother Foundation
Church & Dwight Co., Inc.
Cliffstar Corporation
EPL Ceramic Materials
GC America Inc.
Ivoclar Vivadent AG
Johnson & Johnson Services Inc.
Kerr Corporation
Murray S. Rosenthal, DDS ’63
UB Dental Alumni Association
Western New York Dental Group, PC

$5,000 - $9,999
ADA Foundation
Judith M. Collord
Dentsply International
Daniel J. Deutsch, DDS ’71
James J. Schlesinger, MD ’86, 

CRT ’80, DDS ’79, and Cheryl V. 
Schlesinger

H. Sonny Spera III, DDS ’89
Daniel J. Zeiter, DDS
Sunstar, Inc.
Stryker Corporation
Pentron Corporation
In Memoriam:
	L ewis J. Greenky, DDS ’47
	 S. Howard Payne, DDS ’37

$2,500 - $4,999
American Academy of Esthetic 

Dentistry
Richard F. Andolina, DDS ’80
John D. Berner, CRT ’79, DDS ’78, 

MS ’74, and Cathleen C. Berner, 
BS ’75

William R. Calnon, DDS ’78
Margaret A. Certo, CRT ’91, DDS ’89
Kevin A. D’Angelo, DDS ’81, and 

Elizabeth A. Schisa-D’Angelo, 
DDS ’81

Dentsply L.D. Caulk Division
Michael S. Dick, DDS ’84 and Diane 

Dick
Marshall D. Fagin, DDS ’70
Stephen D. Fisher, CRT ’80, CRT ’79, 

DDS ’76
Luitpold Pharmaceuticals Inc.
Stephanie T. Mucha
Eric W. Ruckert, DDS ’79
Timothy P. Strzalka, DDS ’89
SYNTHES
William E. Vogt, CRT ’83
Stanley A. Youdelman, DDS ’64, and 

Lois J. Youdelman

$1,000 - $2,499
Gary J. Alexander, CRT ’83, DDS ’81
American Association of Endodon-

tists
Kenneth R. Banas, CRT ’84, DDS ’82, 

BA ’78
David R. Bonnevie, DDS ’80
Jane D. Brewer, MS ’85, CRT ’82, 

DDS ’78
David H. Brown, DDS ’83, and Beth 

E. Reilly, CRT ’85, DDS ’84
Peter P. Capone, CRT ’90, DDS ’89
Mario T. Catalano, DDS ’67, BA ’63
Albert P. Cavallari, CRT ’87, DDS ’85, 

and Amy R. Bryan, DDS ’85
Cetylite Industries, Inc.

To Yei Choy, DDS ’84
Sebastian G. Cianco, DDS ’61, and 

Marilyn J. Ciancio, EDM ’82, BA 
’75

Robin L. Comeau, MLS ’03, BA ’00
Paul R. Creighton, CRT ’86, DDS ’84
Roger T. Czarnecki, MA ’72, DDS ’69
Mark A. Danziger, DDS ’77, BA ’73, 

and Randye S. Danziger, BS ’82, 
BA ’77

Mark S. DeNunzio, DDS ’80
Charles J. DiCosimo II, DDS ’74
Scott E. Dillingham, DDS ’82
Marc D. Doctors, DDS ’71
Mary Beth Dunn, CRT ’93, DDS ’90
Steven H. Dweck, DDS ’93, BS ’88
Jude A. Fabiano, DDS ’77
Elizabeth W. Feagans
George W. Ferry, DDS ’78, BA ’74
Stuart L. Fischman, CRT ’66, and 

Jane Vogel Fischman, EDM ’65, 
PhD ’66

Timothy C. Fish, DDS ’84
Forensic Sciences Foundation, Inc.
Daniel B. Funk, CRT ’05
Robert J. Genco, DDS ’63, PhD, and 

Frances Genco
James F. Gesl, DDS ’77
Robert L. Gibson, CRT ’89, DDS ’88
Jack L. Gish, DDS ’77
Michael Glick, DMD
Louis J. Goldberg, DDS, PhD
Susanne T. Grennell, DDS ’75
Steven A. Guttenberg, DDS ’69, MD
James M. Harris and Elizabeth C. 

Harris
Thomas E. Hartnett, DDS ’79
Donald L. Hayes Jr., DDS ’51
Edmund G. Hohmann, DDS ’80
Barbara J. Hole and George T. Hole
Stephen Hung, DDS ’93
Trevor Keller, DDS ’97

Recognizing your support	
Special thanks to alumni and friends who support the School of Dental 
Medicine. Your generosity helps our students graduate with less debt, 
enhances the work of our faculty, supports our research efforts, buys 
needed equipment and in many other ways sustains the tradition of 
excellence that is our heritage and our future.

The following donors made gifts of $250 or more to the School of Dental 
Medicine between July 1, 2009, and June 30, 2010.  
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Robert L. Kittredge, CRT ’70, and 
Suzanne E. Kittredge

Anthony R. Kritkausky Jr., DDS ’92, 
and Jennifer A. Kuracina, DDS ’92

Walter A. Kurosko, DDS ’77, and 
Bonnie D. Kurosko

Branimir A. Lackovic, CRT ’09
Jay A. Ledner, DDS ’84
Ivan T. Lee, DDS ’84
Kenneth A. Lee, DDS ’89
Melvyn M. Leifert, CRT ’69, DDS ’67
Rodney D. Littlejohn, CRT ’82
Andrew L. MacDonald, CRT ’91, 

DDS ’89
Thomas S. Mang, PhD ’83, MS ’79
Charles A. Marchetta, DDS ’79
Philip V. Mazzola, DDS ’74
Patrick H. McCullough, DDS ’77
Anthony C. Mesolella, DDS ’88
Norman D. Mohl, PhD ’71, MA ’68, 

DDS ’56
Carlos A. Munoz-Viveros, DDS, MSD, 

and Jenny T. Sy-Munoz, DDS
Mirdza E. Neiders, CRT ’74
New York State Dental Association
Richard K. Ohrbach, PhD ’96, MA 

’93, MS ’89, and Louise E. Ferretti, 
PhD ’96, MA ’93

Eugene A. Pantera Jr., MS ’87, CRT 
’86

Robert D. Putnam, DDS ’67, and 
Lucille M. Putnam

Susan G. Rifkin, DDS ’82, BA ’78
James D. Ritzenthaler, DDS ’59
Michael J. Romano, DDS ’85, BS ’81
James M. Ross, CRT ’85, DDS ’84
Richard L. Rubin, MS ’99, CRT ’99, 

DDS ’84
Patrick J. Sabo, CRT ’91
Douglas A. Sandmann, CRT ’88, 

DDS ’87, and Erin M. Sandmann, 
BA ’88

Patrick V. Scott, CRT ’00, MD ’97, 
CRT ’94, DDS ’93

Michael F. Skrip, DDS ’77
Charles A. Smith II, DDS ’64
William G. Smith, DDS ’63
Richard S. Sobel, DDS ’67
David R. Stasiak, DDS ’83
Steven M. Stern, DDS ’87
Gary P. Swistak, DDS ’75
James P. Szlyk, DDS ’75
Mark L. Twichell, CRT ’77, DDS ’75
John H. Twist, DDS ’61
Lawrence E. Volland, DDS ’75
Andrew G. Vorrasi, DDS ’80, and 

Susan Vorrasi
Robert E. Warner, DDS ’81, BA ’77
Benjamin L. Webber, CRT ’09
Marie Y. A. Williams, DDS ’79
Douglas M. Wright, DDS, MS, BS
Xinyi Yu, DDS ’95
Xinsheng Zhu, DDS

$500 - $999
David Lee Anderson, DDS ’94, BA 

’90, BA ’90, and Marca J. Lam-
Anderson, MS ’94, BS ’91

Andrew Arcuri, DDS ’02
Robert D. Balcerak, CRT ’67, DDS ’62
Frank C. Barnashuk, CRT ’81, DDS 

’80
Dennis A. Blair, DDS ’77
David R. Blanck, DDS ’89, BA ’83
BonaDent Inc.
David A. Braun, DDS ’88, BS ’83
Scott A. Burke, DDS ’02, and Kelly S. 

Rose Burke, CRT ’04, DDS ’02
Robert N. Burstein, DDS ’90
Robert F. Clark, DDS ’80
John P. Crawford, MS ’94, and Son-

dra Crawford
Robert L. Cronyn, JD ’91, DDS ’82, 

MS ’77
Robert L. DeFranco, CRT ’67, DDS 

’65
J. Bradley Ecker, CRT ’92, DDS ’90
Daniel H. Farr, DDS ’84, BA ’76, and 

Beth A. Farr, BFA ’76
Bernard J. Finlay, DDS ’64
Chester J. Gary, JD ’91, DDS ’78
James A. Getchonis, DDS ’64
Dan E. Kastner, CRT ’94
Marilyn J. Koren
Jeremiah J. Lowney Jr., MS ’67, 

CRT ’66
John A. Lyons, DDS ’79
Charles A. Maggio, DDS ’44
David M. Maiman, DDS ’59
Samuel C. Morreale, DDS ’59, and 

Lydia T. Morreale
Monica M. Muntwyler, DDS ’94
Hubert Nerwin Jr., DDS ’62
James W. Olson, DDS ’64
Patterson Companies, Inc.
Anthony J. Peppy, DDS ’95, BA ’91
Frank J. Quarantello, DDS ’83
Richard A. Rasmussen Jr., DDS ’80, 

and Angela Rasmussen, DDS ’80
Christine A. Roalofs, CRT ’99
Alfonso Saia and Nancy W. Saia, 

JD ’84
Joseph Schachner, DDS ’63
Paul A. Schimmenti, DDS ’75
Dennis M. Seubert, DDS ’78
Charles E. Sinatra, DDS ’63
Julius A. Stephens, DDS ’76
Bernice Stern
Michael Stern, DMD
Robert M. Stevens
James T. Strychalski, DDS ’64
Roger W. Triftshauser, DDS ’61
Valeriy Tsur-Tsar, DDS ’03, and Nata-

lia Tarasevich, DDS ’03
Dennis Vargas, DDS ’01
Darlene R. White, DDS ’77

Leo Conrad Yang, DDS ’97, and 
Candy Lee, DDS ’98

Michelle A. Yearick, CRT ’93, DDS ’91

$250 - $499
John J. Aber, DDS ’59
Sebastiano Andreana, MS ’95, DDS, 

and Carla Beneduce, BA ’02
Satish Ankalikar, DDS ’81
Stephen E. Aszkler, CRT ’73, DDS 

’69, BA ’64
William J. August, DDS ’95
D. Christian Aumock, DDS ’81
Robert E. Baier, PhD ’66
Jeffrey W. Bates, DDS ’95
Donald H. Baxter, DDS ’52
Barbara C. Benzinger
Thomas A. Biondo, DDS ’78
Melvin G. Block, DDS ’59, BA ’50
Paul M. Caruso, DDS ’95
Suzanne Cassata-Poole, DDS ’88, 

BS ’84
Paul M. Chlosta, BA ’79
Paul M. Churder, DDS ’81, BA ’77
Mark T. Coene, DDS ’84
Matthew Coles, DDS ’00
Albert J. Colman, DDS ’59
Columbia Central Medical Building 

Corporation
Mark G. Conners, DDS ’89
Roger A. Conti, DDS ’87
Jeffrey D. Day, DDS ’90, BA ’86
Jason T. Decker, DDS ’96
Jill A. Decker, DDS ’93
Michelle DeFelice, DDS ’90
Frances L. DePlato, DDS ’82, BA ’77
John L. Dietrich, DDS ’82
Harlow W. Dunton, DDS ’66
Hesham M. El-Tagouri, DDS
Michael A. Esposito, DDS ’82
David K. Fiaschetti, DDS ’88
Ralph E. Field, DDS ’77
Michael J. Foley, DDS ’98
Anthony J. Franzonello, DDS ’73
Joseph P. Girardi, DDS ’96
Harris D. Harnick, DDS ’73
Steven A. Hershcopf, DDS ’75
Russell D. Karmel, DDS ’87
Richard John Kingston, BS ’96, BA 

’92, and Amy E. Schmitt-Kingston, 
DDS ’96, BA ’91

Edward J. Kucio, DDS ’57
Bradley C. LaSorte, DDS ’85
Darryl E. Lieberman, DDS ’91
Angela Lo, DDS ’95
Arthur J. Macarios, DDS ’61
Salvatore John Manente, DDS ’91
Marcellus Family and Cosmetic 

Dentistry
MaryJo Marro-Tobin, DDS ’96
Nina Milanos
Michael J. Miller, DDS ’82

Guy Minoli, DDS ’83
John F. Mozrall, DDS ’59
Lisa M. Mruz, CRT ’98, DDS ’96
Lisa K. Mulkin, DDS ’02
Leonard P. Muscarella, DDS ’75
Richard B. Myers, CRT ’65, DDS ’63
Myron H. Nozik, DDS ’59
William E. O’Connor, DDS ’65
Casey O’Conor, CRT ’88, MS ’88
Daniel R. Olsen, DDS ’69
Harold R. Ortman, DDS ’41
Joseph B. Pantera, DDS ’59, and 

Doris J. Pantera
Robert E. Parker III, CRT ’81, DDS 

’80
Mark R. Patters, PhD ’77, CRT ’77
Glenn B. Piper, DDS ’85
William F. Pochal Jr., MD, DDS ’83, 

BA ’79
Cindy R. Pong, DDS ’94, BA ’90
William D. Purdy, DDS ’86
Randy G. Raetz, DDS ’94
Stanley S. Romanowski, DDS ’89, 

BA ’85
Glen S. Ruben, DDS ’85
Anthony D. Sabino, DDS ’72
Kellie Ann Sanzone, DDS ’86
Harvey Allen Schenkein, PhD ’78, 

CRT ’78,DDS ’74
Laurence P. Schweichler, DDS ’83
Warren M. Shaddock, DDS ’51, and 

Marlene Shaddock
Marc Shlossman, MS ’83, CRT ’82
James R. Snodgrass, CRT ’92
Vincent A. Solomon, DDS ’64
Timothy Stanford, DDS ’76
Peter F. Starkey, DDS ’83
Louis A. Surace, DDS ’87, BA ’83
David M. Swartz, DDS ’59
A. Matthew Thompson, DDS ’87
Timothy J. Tremont, CRT ’80, MS ’80
The University of Tennessee
Michael J. Vacanti, DDS ’58
Paul A. Weiss, CRT ’89, DDS ’87, 

BS ’83
Mitchell W. Wilbert, DDS ’84
Charles D. Wilke, DDS ’96
William J. Williams, DDS ’59
Robert O. Wilson, DDS ’62
Barry F. Wood, MS ’69, CRT ’68, DDS 

’66, and Jean M. Wood
Kristin A. Woods, DDS ’03, BA ’99
Jody Wright, CRT ’03
Si-Qun Xu, MS ’92
Floyd H. Zablotny, DDS ’59
Ronald F. Zielin, DDS ’64

We strive to ensure that gifts are 

listed accurately.  If any information 

listed is incorrect, please call the 

Office of Development at (716) 829-

6007 or email tracyoun@buffalo.edu. 
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Third- and Fourth-Year 
Students
Rosenthal Family Fund
Katelyn Page 2011

Dr. Paul Crombach Award
Sarah Evans 2012

John T. McIntee Scholarship
Justin Baker  2011
Nolan Robinson 2011

Thomas C. Labenski Class of 1985 Scholarship
Katelyn Page 2011

Dr. Earle J. Kelsey Award
Kathelyn Page 2011
Laura Sharbash 2011

Class of 1949
David Hurlbut 2011

Samuel R. Battaglia Fund  
in Honor of Louis G. Tribunella
Laura Sharbash 2011

WNY Dental Group Scholarship
Sean Fox 2011

UB Dental Alumni Association
Jamie Cohn 2011

NYS Dental Foundation Dean’s Award
Karly Suk 2011

Pierre Fauchard Academy
Mary Philp 2011

Anthony S. Gugino Award for Excellence in 
Anatomy and Occlusion
Shane Hoelz 2011
Karly Suk 2011

Exceptional Tutoring/Teaching Activities
Jamie Cohn 2011
Shane Hoelz 2011
David Hurlbut 2011
Paul Hyun 2011
Mikoyan Lagrimas 2011
Richard Parker 2011
Karly Suk 2011

Outstanding Clinical Achievement
William D’Angelo 2011
Eric D’Silva 2011
Matthew Gellert 2011
Sean Fox 2011
Elizabeth Hargrave 2011
Katelyn Page 2011
Vera Popova 2011
Christina Prindle 2011
Amanda Sheehan 2011

Karly Suk 2011
Paul Canallatos 2012
Sarah Evans 2012
Yelizaveta Gegina 2012
Amie Heim 2012
Jihye Kim 2012
Maryam Mobarhan 2012
Audrey Nguyen 2012
Donald Pitcher 2012
Joulia Skormin 2012
Alexandra Zemskova 2012

Exemplary Research Activities
Dong Hyun Lee 2012
Jing Zhu 2012

Steven N. Robbins Memorial Award
Nicole Hinchy 2012

Carl Lasher Scholarship 
Melissa Balk 2012
Jihye Kim 2012
Kristin Lawson 2012

Joseph Maffei Memorial Class of 1983  
Scholarship
Catherine Adamson 2012

Second-Year Students (2013)
Rosenthal Family Fund
Hieu Nguyen

Dr. Earle J. Kelsey Memorial Scholarship
Caitlin Deitz
Amy Klockowski

Class of 1964
Jessica Bielejewski

Class of 1952
Caitlin Deitz 

Women’s Dental Guild
Susan Dubrinski 

Dr. David Foti Memorial Scholarship
Caitlin Deitz 

Exemplary Research Achievement
Thomas Dobmeier 
Brian Kurtzner 
Hieu Nguyen
Gregory White

Carl Lasher Scholarship 
Evan Cyrkin
Benjamin Farr

Highest Grade in Anatomy and Occlusion course
Blair Braunstein 2013

Dr. David Brown and Dr. Richard Lynch proudly present the first annual Joseph Maffei 
Memorial Scholarship to Catherine Adamson, Class of 2012.

workYour gifts at



AlumniNews
Dress your part
School of Dental Medicine sportswear—T-shirts, sweatshirts, 

caps—is now available for purchase online at www.rallyjungle.

com. It takes a few clicks to get to the dental school page, but 

ordering is easy. When you open the website, click “Find Your 

Rally Page,” then click on “New York,” then click on “Colleges/

Universities” and then “University at Buffalo—School of Den-

tal Medicine.” The apparel is from national brands including, 

New Era, Columbia and Under Armour.

Make plans to celebrate 
during the Buffalo Niagara 
Dental Meeting, Nov. 3-5, 
2010. This year’s reunion 
dinner dance will be at the 
Hyatt Regency Ballroom on 
Friday, Nov. 5. Join us for 
cocktails at 6:30 p.m., din-
ner at 7:30 p.m. Plan to join 
your classmates for a great 
night out!

Reunion chairs

1940	 Dr. Irwin D. Arbesman

1945	 Dr. William R. Ploss 

	 Dr. Irving Plutzer

1955	 Dr. Salvator LaMastra 

1960	 Dr. Lawrence Giangreco 

	 Dr. Ronald Peterson

1965	 (open)

1970	 Dr. Robert A. Gianadda

1975	 Dr. Joseph P. Breloff 

	 Dr. Jeffrey R. Kuntz 

	 Dr. Anthony Mastroianni

1980	 Dr. Frank C. Barnashuk 

	 Dr. David R. Bonnevie 

	 Dr. Michael N. Cassese 

	 Dr. Gregory F. George

1985	 Dr. Michael Ehlers 

	 Dr. Stewart M. Fenigstein 

	 Dr. Catherine M. Gogan 

	 Dr. Raymond G. Miller 

	 Dr. Patricia Starring

1990	 Dr. Jeffrey D. Day	

1995	 Dr. Yvonne L. Carney 

	 Dr. Diane R. Pudlewski

2000	 Dr. Ian Walker

2005	 Dr. Joshua Hutter

The study, led by Kathleen 

Bethin, MD, UB associate pro-

fessor of pediatrics, involved 

65 children ages 2-5 who were 

treated for dental problems at 

Women and Children’s Hospital 

in Buffalo. 

“The main point of our find-

ings is that poor nutrition may 

link obesity to tooth decay,” 

according to Bethin. “Thus, the 

dental office, or ‘dental home,’ 

may be an ideal place to edu-

cate families about nutrition 

and the risks of obesity and 

dental decay.” 

Charity Vogel of The Buffalo 

News reported on the research 

in an article published on July 

13 and turned to Michael J. 

Foley, ’98, for the perspective 

of a pediatric dentist:

At Winning Smiles Pediatric 

Dentistry in Amherst, Dr. 

Michael J. Foley said parents 

should make sure their children 

receive dental care at their 

first birthdays, then build a 

relationship with a pediatric 

dentistry office so that tooth 

and mouth issues during child-

hood and the teen years can be 

handled smoothly. 

“We’re the pediatricians of 

the mouth,” said Foley, a 1998 

graduate of UB’s dental school 

who owns and heads the 

Sheridan Drive practice. “If we 

can provide families with that 

message early on, we’re ahead 

of the game.” 

Some pediatric dentistry offices 

go out of their way to make 

their facilities places children 

hate to leave, rather than hate 

to visit. 

At Winning Smiles, a video-

gaming room adjacent to the 

waiting room offers young 

patients Xbox and PlayStation 

games; a coffee bar nearby 

allows parents to brew them-

selves gourmet blends and read 

magazines while they wait. In 

another corner, a darkened 

“movie theater” alcove lets 

youngsters watch movies from 

tiered seating. Smaller children 

can play with a kitchen set or 

train play table. 

Patient-care rooms are 

decorated with oversized wall 

decals—in themes ranging 

from Hannah Montana and 

Disney princesses to the Buf-

falo Bills—and television sets 

near each patient chair show 

children’s films. 

“We wanted to make this look 

like a fun place,” said Foley, 

an Orchard Park resident and 

father of three boys. “We 

wanted to try to get away 

from what a typical dentist’s 

office looks like. It’s got a lot of 

creature comforts from home.” 

It seems to be working. Foley 

said the practice, which he 

bought as an established of-

fice, has grown to a staff of 

five pediatric dentists, with a 

sixth expected to be added in 

the fall. 

In the News
A recent UB study of young children undergoing treat-
ment for cavities in their baby teeth found that nearly 
28 percent were overweight or obese. 
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ClassNotes
Joseph J. Massaro, ’58, has been 

appointed commander of the 

11th New York Regiment of the 

U.S. Volunteers-America, which 

performs final military honors for 

deceased veterans. He holds the 

rank of colonel, U.S. Army Reserve 

(Ret.). He lives in Floral Park, N.Y.

Robert Genco, ’63, and Robert 

Schifferle, ’81 and PhD ’93, were 

granted $240,642 by the Rhode 

Island Dental Insurance Company 

for an 18-month study, “Screen-

ing of Patients in a Dental Setting 

for Diabetes Mellitus.” Genco 

also received a one-year NIH pilot 

stimulus grant of $79,230 for a 

genome-wide association study for 

periodontal disease.

Richard Bullock, ’75, was re-

cently recertified by the Ameri-

can Board of Prosthodontics. In 

August, he attended the World 

Implant Congress in Brazil with 

his Brazilian wife, Jacqueline, also 

a dentist. The Bullocks live in La 

Quinta, Calif.

Gerald Benjamin, ’77, has been 

promoted to the rank of clinical 

associate professor in the Depart-

ment of Restorative Dentistry. He 

gave a full-day lecture, “The Direct 

Resin Mockup as the First Step in 

Excellence in Esthetic Dentistry 

and the Layering Technique for Ex-

cellence in Anterior Direct Bonded 

Restoration,” to members of the 

senior class.  Benjamin published 

“An Indirect Matrix Technique for 

Fabrication of Fiber-Reinforced 

Direct Bonded Anterior Bridges” 

in the Compendium of Continuing 

Education in Dentistry, Jan. 2010, 

Vol. 31, No. 1. He also lectured in 

February at the Root Canal Experts 

Education Center.

Richard Andolina, ’80, of Hor-

nell, N.Y., has been re-elected trea-

surer of the New York State Dental 

Association. The association is one 

of the largest state constituents of 

the American Dental Association 

and represents more than 13,000 

of the state’s dentists.

Frank Barnashuk, ’80, was ap-

pointed by ADA president Ron 

Tankersley to the ADA Reference 

Committee on Education, Science 

and Related Matters, which will 

be present for House of Delegates 

meetings at the ADA’s annual ses-

sion in Orlando (Oct. 9-12, 2010). 

He served in a similar capacity this 

past June during the New York 

State Dental Association’s first-

ever House of Delegates meeting 

in Chicago.

Jonathan R. Gellert, ’80, has 

been appointed chairman of New 

York State Dental Association 

Council on Dental Benefits. He 

lives in Lowville, N.Y.

Raymond G. Miller, ’85, was 

presented the National Disaster 

Medical System Outstanding 

Achievement Award: 2009 Region 

2, Disaster Mortuary Operational 

Response Team (DMORT), Distin-

guished Employee of the Year. 

The award was presented at the 

2010 Integrated Training Summit 

in Las Vegas on June 2.  Miller 

joined DMORT in early 2001 and 

has been deployed for the World 

Trade Center terrorist attack and 

Hurricane Katrina, and served as 

dental section chief for the crash 

of Flight 3407 in Clarence, N.Y., 

only miles from his home. He is the 

forensic dental consultant to the 

medical examiner’s office in Erie 

County, N.Y.; clinical associate pro-

fessor of oral diagnostic sciences 

at the School of Dental Medicine; 

and a fellow in the Odontology 

Section of the American Academy 

of Forensic Sciences. In addition 

to his deployment history, Miller 

has served as a team trainer dur-

ing various exercises based on his 

extensive field experience.

Gagan Bhalla, ’86, was present-

ed with the Humanitarian of the 

Year Award at the Indo-Canada 

Chamber of Commerce Annual 

Awards and Gala Night held in 

Toronto on June 12. 

Bhalla, who was born in Madhya 

Pradesh, India, earned a degree in 

dentistry from Indore University 

and served at the All India Insti-

tute of Medical Science in New 

Delhi. He moved to the U.S. in 

1983 and earned his DDS from UB 

and certification in orthodontics 

from St. Louis University. After cer-

tification by the Royal College of 

Dental Surgeons, he has practiced 

as an orthodontist in the metro 

Toronto community for 15 years. 

Mine Tezal, MS Oral Sciences 

’98, Periodontics Cert. ’04, 

developed a new dental school 

course, “Evidence Based Den-

tistry,” scheduled to start in 

September 2010. Tezal joined the 

Department of Oral Diagnostic 

Sciences in 2007 with the rank 

of assistant professor; she is also 

the department’s epidemiologist. 

Her work involves collaborations 

with colleagues at UB’s New York 

State Center of Excellence in 

Bioinformatics and Life Sciences 

and Roswell Park Cancer Institute 

(RPCI), as well in the UB School of 

Medicine and 

Biomedical 

Sciences. At 

RPCI, she is a 

member of the 

Tumor Board. 

She is currently 

researching 

the effect of 

chronic inflam-

mation on 

head and neck 

cancers and 

oral HPV infec-

tion. Tezal, who came to the U.S.in 

1993, earned a DDS from Istanbul 

University in Turkey and a PhD in 

epidemiology from UB.  She holds 

volunteer appointments in the De-

partment of Social and Preventive 

Medicine in the School of Public 

Health and Health Professions and 

the Department of Oral Biology in 

the dental school.

Jill Rowland, ’03, is running on 

the Republican and Conservative 

party tickets in the November elec-

tion against 12-term incumbent 

Louise Slaughter to represent New 

York’s 28th Congressional District, 

which stretches from Buffalo to 

Rochester. She lives in Buffalo with 

her husband Timothy Votta, 

Oral  and Maxillofacial Surgery 

Cert. ’08. 

Bhalla and family with Senator Consiglio Di Nino



Champion of fluoridation
Henry Spiller, ’35, died on June 19, 2010. He had an 

exceptionally long and productive personal and profes-

sional life. After training as an orthodontist at Columbia 

University, Spiller served as a captain in the U.S. Army 

Dental Corps during World War II. From 1942 to 1945, he 

directed an Army dental clinic in London, England, that 

served U.S. military personnel. In the 1960s and early 70s, 

while maintaining an orthodontics practice in Buffalo, 

Spiller served on the Erie County Board of Health and 

was an active participant in the J. Sutton Regan Cleft Pal-

ate Clinic at Women and Children’s Hospital of Buffalo.

One of Spiller’s major contributions to dentistry was his 

untiring advocacy for fluoridation of the Buffalo area’s 

water supply. He appeared in numerous public forums 

to extol the benefits of fluoridation and refute the 

claims of opponents who predicted that fluoridation 

was everything from a communist plot to a substance 

that would cause heart or kidney disease, osteoporosis 

and cancer. His was a voice of calm authority amid those 

of fringe political and religious groups. It is through his 

efforts that the Buffalo water supply was fluoridated in 

the mid-1950s.

—Norman D. Mohl, ’56, and Harry Sultz, ’47

Timberlane Dental Group, a multispecialty practice 

with four locations in and around Burlington, Vt., 

now boasts three UB alumni among its 15 dentists. 

And if the three can persuade other UB alumni to 

visit, there may be more someday.

Steven Fischer ’82, responded to the call of the 

Green Mountain State before he even gradu-

ated from UB when he was accepted into the 

residency program at the Medical Center Hospital 

of Vermont in Burlington in 1983. In addition to 

his practice, Fischer volunteers with Fellowship of 

the Wheel (a mountain bike group), Friends of 

the Missisquoi Bay, the dental hygiene program at 

Vermont State Technical College and with Trout 

Unlimited. 

Jeffrey H. Berkowitz, ‘94, and his wife Kristin 

Wright, who earned a JD at the UB Law School, 

also in 1994, live in Charlotte, Vt., with their three 

children, William, Gerald and Emma. Berkowitz 

is the vice president of the Vermont State Dental 

Society.

Theron Main, ’06, a Lockport, N.Y., native, is 

the newest addition to the UB alumni chapter at 

Timberlane. He received his Certificate in Pediatric 

Dentistry from the Women’s and Children’s Hospital 

of Buffalo in 2008 and became a diplomate of the 

American Board of Pediatric Dentistry this past fall. 

All three UB dentists encourage anyone interested 

in learning more about living and practicing in 

Vermont, to get in touch through their practice 

website at www.timberlanedental.com.

InMemoriam
Milton David Grodner, ’44, 

died June 30, 2010. He was 98 and 

lived in Albuquerque, N.M. After 

serving during World War II as the 

chief dental officer at a station 

hospital in India, he practiced in 

Mt. Vernon, N.Y., until retiring in 

1979. 

Samuel C. Hannah, ’64, died July 

10, 2010. He was 72 and lived in 

Bradenton, Fla. After earning his 

DDS, he trained in otolaryngol-

ogy and head and neck surgery at 

Albany Medical College and com-

pleted additional training in facial 

plastic and reconstructive surgery 

in 1972. He practiced medicine 

in Bradenton, where he was a 

founder of Ear, Nose and Throat 

Associates of Manatee.

Daniel Mikkonen, ’66, died June 

11, 2010. He lived in Norwich, N.Y., 

where he had practiced. 

destination Vermont
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Put Costa Rica on 
your calendar
March 5-12, 2011

31st annual UB Club Dent will 

meet in beautiful Guanacaste on 

Costa Rica’s Pacific coast.

UB Club Dent is a CE/all-inclusive travel 

trip - $1,899 per person, ocean-view 

room.  Air Canada Jazz round trip from 

Toronto. There are limited seats. To 

reserve, call Deanna at Glenny Travel 

at 905-871-4241. A deposit of $200 

per person is required to confirm your 

reservation.

Accommodations at the spectacular new 

five-star resort Hotel Riu Guanacaste 

located on Playa de Matapalo beach.

UB School of Dental Medicine Faculty:

Drs. Sibel and Don Antonson, Restor-

ative Dentistry, will provide a rapid-fire 

review of current dental biomaterials, 

procedures and evidenced-based tech-

niques for the contemporary practitio-

ner. Topics will include caries diagnosis, 

adhesive dentistry, contemporary 

materials of choice, CAD-CAM restora-

tions, advanced all-ceramic restorations, 

periodontal/restorative considerations, 

dental lasers, finishing and polishing 

techniques, and business tips.

15 CE Credit Hours available based 

on attendance at lectures and review 

of self-study materials provided prior 

to travel. 

CDE tuition & fees: $325 dentist/doctor; 

$125 others attending for CE credit;  

$50 all other travelers (non-CE).

For more information, call UB Continu-

ing Dental Education at 716-829-2320 or 

800-756-0328. 

For complete course details and  

registration information go to  

www.buffaloce.org.

ADA/CERP approved provider.

Jeffrey Berkowitz ’94, and Steven Fischer, ’82
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June 17-27, 2010

Wednesday
Harold Edelman, DDS
What’s New in Infection Control

Chester J. Gary, DDS ’78, JD
Dental Ethics and Jurisprudence in NY State

CPR training

Opening Night Festivities (5:30 – 8:00 p.m.) 
Free for everyone. Food. Drink. Music. 
Dentists—Raffle drawings all evening

thursday
John A. Svirsky, DDS, MEd
Great Cases with New Faces and Breakfast at Tiffany’s

Robert J. Genco Distinguished Speaker Series featuring 
Dean Michael Glick, DMD
Management of the Medically Complex Dental Patient

friday
Jeff J. Brucia, DDS
Restorative Materials Update 2010

Karen A. Raposa, RDH, MBA
Tips for Treating a Patient with Autism and Dental Hypersensitivity and Erosion

Upstate New York’s Premier Dental Event   

33rd annual buffalo Niagara 
dental meeting
november 3-5, 2010

S p o ns  o r e d  b y  t h e  ub   D e n ta l  A l umn   i  Ass   o c i at i o n

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

For more information or to register, visit our Web site at www.ubdentalalumni.org and click on 2010 BND Meeting in the left menu bar.

buffalo niagara convention center

mark your 
calendars
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